
Ash Wednesday February 26th  

School Chapel at 9:00am  or 

Evening Worship with Communion 7:00pm 

 

Friends in Christ, Beloved of God 

Wednesday, February 25th, is Ash Wednesday, the day when we mark the begin-

ning of the season of Lent. Lent is the 40 days before Easter when we take time 

to reflect upon and prepare ourselves for God’s great gift of new life at Easter. 

Just like we spend weeks preparing our homes for Christmas, so in Lent we pre-

pare our hearts for Easter. This time of preparation begins with the ancient prac-

tice of the Imposition of Ashes.  

Lent is a time to evaluate our relationships; to God, to family, to friends, to 

neighbors and to the world.  Lent as a time of great wonder and delight in the 

movement of God in our lives.  

At School Chapel Wednesday, February 25th, at the close of the service, I will extend an invitation to all students who wish, on 

their way out of worship, to come and receive the imposition of ashes on their forehead to mark the beginning of Lent. It is a 

simple sign of the cross made with the ashes of palm fronds.  I hope that you will take time before Wednesday to discuss this 

with your child so that they may feel most comfortable. At St. Mark’s, in the Lutheran tradition, we honor and respect each 

individual’s decision to participate as they wish, therefore ashes are freely offered . 

I also want to extend an invitation also to you as a parent. If it is possible for you to attend chapel next Wednesday at 9:00am, 

or at our evening service with Communion at 7:00pm you are most welcome. If you come to chapel I will invite you, as your 

child comes forward to enter into the line with your son, or daughter, and receive the ashes together as a family.  

May the God of life, who gives us the strength and grace to face all things fill 

you with hope. 

Blessings be upon you, 

Pastor Thom Johnson                                                                             

St. Mark’s Interim Pastor 


